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him should be made known Ferdinand II has received much
execration ior having peimittcd the Pope thus to treat Galileo.
For Feulinand's weakness there is nothing to be said, but it
would seem that the blame cast upon him in the matter has
been excessive, and that it has not been sufficiently realised
that he was still to a very large extent under the domination
of hib giandmother, the Grand Duchess Christine, especially
in a matter which touched religion, and that he had been
brought up to consider opposition to a Pope's diiect command
as a deadly sin which nothing could excuse. He must have
changed his nature before he could have withstood a Pope's
condemnation on a point of this kind.

Galileo having thus recanted his "eirors" was condemned
by the Inquisition to perpetual imprisonment, but the Pope
commuted the sentence to icsidence in retirement in the
gaidens of S.S, Trimta al Monte, and after a short time there
he was allowed to remove to Florence, where after residing
for a little space under the personal charge of the Archbishop
he was permitted, though still a prisoner of the Inquisition, to
move to his villa at Arcetri on condition that he lived in
retirement and received no visitors, but he never published
anything more* In 1634 he lost his only daughter, a nun,
Maria Celeste, who had been his chief comfort in his troubles,
and in 1637 was allowed by the Inquisition to move to his
house in the Costa San Giorgio,20 but on condition that he did
not go out into the city. There Ferdinand, who had been his
pupil as a boy (and who had been aimed at by the Pope
together with him), visited the old man and condoled with
him on the unjust tieatmcnt he had received.-1 Galileo soon
afterwards became blind, and when Milton visited him in
1638 was no longer able to see anything more of those wonders
of the heavens which he had explored. He retired again to
Arcetri, and consecrated to science the last remains of his
energies, with a heart full of remembrance of his beloved
daughter, kCwho," he wrote, "calls me, calls me continually;
while I wait to change my present prison for that community